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Following a Dec. 17-18 meeting in Rio de Janeiro, Contadora and its Support Group announced
that the eight foreign ministers as well as the secretaries general of the United Nations and the
Organization of American States (OAS) will visit the capitals of Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras,
Nicaragua and Costa Rica in an attempt to persuade these governments to return to the bargaining
table. No date was announced for the diplomatic initiative, but Brazilian Foreign Minister Roberto
Abreu Sodre said, "When we say it is urgent, we mean it cannot be delayed longer than one month."
Consequently, most observers believe the initiative will occur in January. Argentine Foreign
Minister Dante Caputo told reporters that the two secretaries general and the eight foreign ministers
will travel together. He added that "contacts for the visit are currently taking place." Contadora
nations include Mexico, Panama, Colombia and Venezuela, while the Support Group consists of
Argentina, Brazil, Peru and Uruguay. Argentine Foreign Minister Dante Caputo told news agency
DYN (12/18/86), that parties to the conflict were exhorted to "abstain from the use of force," and
to resume the negotiations process. In a document released after the meeting, the eight ministers
claimed the "radicalizatin of the Central American conflict can seriously affect the stability and
security of all Latin America." Next, the ministers expressed their "deep preoccupation" over the
tensions in the area involving combat between regular forces of two nations area and the bombing
of civilian populations, as well as the escalation in activities by irregular forces. They also expressed
concern over the escalation of "interventionist policies and actions by nations outside the area which
clearly violate international law." The document mentioned that Contadora and the Support Group
plan to "mobilize economic and technical resources" internationally, and noted that an upcoming
meeting of European Economic Community (EEC) foreign ministers in Guatemala would be of great
importance. Despite numerous setbacks, such as the withdrawal of Costa Rica and Honduras from
the negotiating table, and stepped-up fighting in the region, the Contadora Group was apparently
encouraged to undertake a new round of peace initiatives by a memorandum last month from UN
Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar and his OAS counterpart, Joao Baena Soares. The UN and
OAS heads offered several services their organizations could offer. Examples are providing a civilian
or military presence to 1) monitor border incidents; 2) supervise the withdrawal of military forces,
dismantling of military bases or the dissolution of guerrilla groups; 3) investigate arms trafficking;
4) protect refugees, and to 5) ensure the fulfillment of agreements to limit weapons acquisition and
remove foreign military advisers from the region. At the same meeting, the foreign ministers also
decided to convert their association into a more permanent forum the so-called Group of Rio de
Janeiro which will meet three times a year to discuss a range of issues of mutual concern to the
region. Their next meeting is scheduled for April in Buenos Aires. According to Contadora, the
Group of Rio was not conceived as an "OAS without the United States." According to a Brazilian
diplomat, "We are aiming at something like the Group of Seven," in a reference to the meetings
of leaders of the seven major western industrial nations. Abreu Sodre said the Group would not
act on foreign debt matters. Subjects such as the British-Argentine dispute over the Malvinas
(Falklands) islands or protectionism against Latin American nations would be legitimate topics
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for the new group to discuss, he said. Caputo stated that the new group was not meant to replace
existing organizations such as the OAS, the Cartagena Group, and the Economic Commission for
Latin America (ECLA). He said a summoning of some or all of the presidents of the eight nations
was a "distinct possibility," which the Rio Declaration left open. (Basic data from several reports by
Argentine news agency DYN, PRENSA LATINA, REUTERS, UPI)
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